Road-Rail Transport

Nevertheless, as E. S. Hanger says, ffc Tramways are and
will remain a necessity in large towns and cities. There
is no form of road transport that can deal with mass
passenger traffic as cheaply and effectively as tramways,
They fill the gap between motor transport and under-
ground railways, as the motor vehicle fills the gap between
the tramcar and walking " The great merit of the tram
is that it has a large capacity and is therefore capable
of having a high load factor. During the rush hours it
is unrivalled as a means ol conveyance and allows a good
deal of ' strap hanging. ' In Madras, there were in 1935,
16 miles of tramways of which 9J miles were double
tracked. The traffic on these has been constantly increasing
inspite of the acute competition of the road motor
vehicles. The following figures for representative years
show the actual distance run, the number of passengers
carried, the number of cars possessed by the ' Madras
Electric Tramways Co. Ltd., and the average number of
vehicles used daily. ' 12

Year         Distance         Passengers         Cars to    Average No.

Year'            run.             Passengers.     possession.    used dafly.

( in thousands ) . (in thousands ) .

1924-25       2,119              17,203              88              63

1925-26       2,096              15,510              88              66

1926-27       2,009              10,084              88              63

1927-28       2,371              12,759              92              72

1928-29       2,466              19,568              95              78

1932-33       2,866              28,394            100              85

1933-34       2,958              28,723            100              88

1934-35       2,944              28,476            100              88

In addition to these, the Company ran 35 buses in 1926-27.
Since 1934, the bus competition has been specially acute
and has accounted for a reduction in the number both of
passengers and mileage in 1934-35. In

cities like Bombay ,and Hadsaa, Jj^^iiburbajqL raft wftY
12   Madras Administration Reports.
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